Encyclopedic Handbook of Medical Psychology edited by Stephen Krauss MD PhD MSC FBPSS pp xvii + 585 illustrated £13.50 London &c.: Butterworths 1976 This unusual book was the brainchild of Stephen Krauss who wished to bring together authoritative views on a vast number of topics, and so give a comprehensive account ofmedical psychology as it exists today. He began to seek contributions from experts early in 1971, but unfortunately died in June 1973 with the task ofchasing putative authors uncompleted. The exercise was then taken over by an editorial board of six professors, comprising one psychologist and five psychiatrists.
The foreward suggest that the book will be useful to the psychiatrist seeking a broad view of the subject and also to psychologists and social scientists. The subject matter is indeed broad as the following random selection suggests: Anna Freud on child development; Lindemann on crisis periods of life; Crisp on anorexia nervosa; Lader on anxiety; Macdonald Critchley on agnosia, dyscalculia &c.; Slater on eugenics; Marks on phobic states. Schizophrenia is covered in different ways by a number of experts, e.g. Bleuler, Alanen, Leonhard, Langfeldt, and others.
Notwithstanding all these experts the book is unsatisfactory in a number of aspects. Although there are six hundred two-column pages, ranging over two hundred topics from accident proneness to yoga therapy, there is no place for psychopharmacology, and ECT is covered psychodynamically! The editorial brief given to the authors is not very clear from the contributions. They vary in length, some have references, and others, although referring to articles in the text, cite only selective references, usually from the authors' own work. The length of each contribution bears little relationship to the apparent importance of the topic, e.g. gesture and expressive movement is covered in six pages as is depression and affective disorders.
There is much useful information and there are many interesting articles, but overall one is left with the feeling that sledgehammers have been used to crack nuts. The book's usefulness to trainee psychiatrists is limited, as mainstream topics are covered more adequately elsewhere, and it is hard to justify this amount of expenditure for small, albeit golden, nuggets of information on more unusual areas. The present edition has been a long time in gestation, and a number of the entries and their references are already out of date. In its present form it will serve as a useful reference book on the library shelf, but with a firmer editorial policy in future editions, it This attractively produced book deals with the interaction of genetic and biochemical factors in aggressive behaviour. Aggression, which at the end of the book is referred to as a puzzle, is regarded as a form of competition, not necessarily involving violence, e.g. fighting in animals. The book is clearly written and packed with information, but it is not really for those who are not well versed in genetics and biochemistry.
At the end of the book there is some intriguing information for the clinical psychiatrist, namely how cholinergic blockage may cause aggressive and violent reactions in animals, which in turn could be inhibited by atropine. This leads one to hope that perhaps a chemical remedy will be found that will have a therapeutic effect on the aggressive psychopath who is so unresponsive to conventional treatment. This is an attractive, well illustrated, comprehensive book, combining recent advances in the study of peripheral nerves with a synopsis of established ideas. It will be of great value to pathologists, neurobiologists and neurologists. Commencing with an interesting historical review, the book then considers the techniques of nerve biopsy and histological preparation, including consideration of the common histological artefacts seen in peripheral nerves. The anatomical, histological, ultrastructural and physiological aspects of normal peripheral nerves are followed by an account of the general pathological reactions of peripheral nerves.
The pathology of special disease entities is then set out, equating the histological and ultrastructural changes with the symptoms, signs and electrophysiological changes. There is a chapter on neoplasms of peripheral nerves, a brief guide to the examination of nerve biopsies, a summary of the main pathological features in the major diseases of peripheral nerves and an adequate index. 
